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generalize as to Catholic views and policy on economic ques-
tions in the sixteenth century, it seems clear that in Upper Ger-
many the Catholic Church, and in particular the new Order of
Jesuits, was being faced by a problem analogous to that which
was to confront the Reformed Churches; and like them was
finding that it admitted no easy solution.

(b)   THE DOCTRINE OF THE REFORMERS

It was in a Europe striving vigorously yet often uneasily to
exploit the new economic forces which it had created that there
developed the two great movements of Renaissance and Refor-
mation.  A later parallel of this coincidence of rapid economic
change with intellectual and spiritual upheaval is the coinci-
dence of the Industrial Revolution in England with the Revolu-
tion in France.   In each case, the conjunction of forces was
fraught with prejudice as well as promise to the peoples in-
volved.   In the sixteenth century, both changes took place on
an international scale, and came with remarkable suddenness
on a world much more unaccustomed than that of the eighteenth
century to the idea or fact of rapid change.  The modern age",
says Lord Acton, 'did not proceed from the medieval by normal
succession, with outward tokens of legitimate descent.   Un-
heralded, it founded a new order of things, under a law of
innovations sapping the ancient reign of continuity.'   It is not
necessary to deny the ancient roots of some of the changes in
order to admit that the flowering was peculiarly sudden and
brilliant, especially, perhaps, in the artistic and intellectual
spheres. It is probable that the changes connected with the life of
the mind and senses had, despite the invention of printing, little
effect on ordinary men and women. The Reformation changes
had a far wider influence, for they took place in an age when
religion had not yet become departmentalized, and when it was
a powerful force in determining men's attitude towards society
and politics.  Although the Reformation is regarded by some
people to-day as the crucial point in the secularization of political
and economic life, it is certain that to no contemporary observer
can it have appeared in this guise.   Despite variations from